Successful treatment of a severe second trimester fetomaternal hemorrhage by repeated fetal intravascular transfusions.
It was the aim of this study to report a case of fetomaternal hemorrhage (FMH) that was successfully treated with fetal intravascular transfusions in which the middle cerebral artery peak systolic velocity (MCA-PSV) detected fetal anemia. A massive FMH occurred twice in a healthy 33-year-old pregnant woman at 26 and 29 weeks of gestation with no evident cause. Four repeated intravascular transfusions were performed. The MCA-PSV increased in the presence of anemia and decreased following correction of fetal hematocrit. A healthy neonate was delivered at 33 weeks of gestation. MCA-PSV detected fetal anemia both before the first transfusion and following the next intravascular transfusions. In our case, the change in fetal blood viscosity following transfusion with adult blood did not affect the MCA-PSV value for detection of fetal anemia.